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Fisheries Crisis!

But supported by some statistics: The FAO State of the World Fisheries and
 Aquaculture 2012 reports that 87% of marine fish stocks were either fully 
Exploited or overexploited in 2009 (FAO 2012). 
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Policy backdrop: Crisis 
in Fisheries

Response was driven by 
biological and economic 
concerns 



“Despite evidence of a 
broadening of the science base 
for European fisheries policy with 
the incorporation of an ecosystem 
approach and increasing use of 
economic modelling, the 
contribution of the social sciences 
to policy related research remains 
less conspicuous”
(Symes and Hoefnagel 2010)



Fisheries and sustainability

∗ This is despite calls for fisheries management to be formulated 
within a paradigm for sustainability (and attention be paid to 
economic / environmental / social dimensions)

∗ FAO Global Code of conduct for Responsible Fisheries states: “The 
Code recognises the nutritional, economic, social, environmental 
and cultural importance of fisheries, and the interests of all those 
concerned with the fishery sector” (FAO 1995). 

∗ Development of an Ecosystem Approach to fisheries



How to understand socio-economic / cultural 
aspects of IF



Cultural ecosystem services of marine fisheries (Acott & Urquhart 2012)



1. Landscapes of Fishing exhibition – take about 20 minutes to 
walk around the exhibition and look at the pictures. Please 
note down any ideas or thoughts on the Post-it notes in 
response to the questions. 

2. In small groups, please consider the following questions (40 
mins):

– Thinking about the themes in the exhibition, what are 
the ways that inshore fishing might be important to 
coastal communities? 

– Do you think it is important to understand the 
socio-cultural importance of inshore fisheries (if yes 
why, if no why?)  

– How might the social and cultural importance of 
inshore fishing be captured in different places 

– How might the results be communicated to a range of 
stakeholders? 

3. Groups report back and reach consensus. (15 mins)

Workshop exercise
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